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1. Name of Property 

historic name Clarksville Historic District 

other nameslsite number VDHR ID No. 192-0121 

2. Location 

street 8 number various (see b o u n d a ~   ma^) not for publication NIA 
city or town Clarksville vicinity 
state VA county Mecklenbura code 117 
zip code 23927 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this X nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X m e e t s  - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant - nationally - statewide 2 locally. ( - See 
continuation sheet for additipnal comments.) 
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State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria, 
(- See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

- determined eligible for the 
National Reaister 
- See coitinuation sheet. 

- determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

- removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
X private - 
X public-local - 
- public-State 
X public-Federal - 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 

X district - 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
171 24 buildings 

2 0 sites 
1 0 structures 
0 objects 

174 24 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2 
[Clark Rovster House. (VDHR No. 192-0071). listed 12116/1996; Judae Henw Wood. Jr. House (192-0060), listed 
912411 9991 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) NIA 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: DOMESTIC 

COMMERCE / TRADE 
COMMERCE / TRADE 
COMMERCE 1 TRADE 
RELIGION 
RECREATION I ARTS 
EDUCATION 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: DOMESTIC 

COMMERCE I TRADE 
COMMERCE /TRADE 
COMMERCE 1 TRADE 
RELIGION 
RECREATION I ARTS 
EDUCATION 
GOVERNMENT 
GOVERNMENT 

Sub: Sinale dwellinq 
Bank 
Specialty Store 
Warehouse (Tobacco) 
Church 
Movie Theater 
School 

Sub: Sinale dwellinq 
Specialtv Store 
Office Buildinq 
Restaurant 
Church 
Theater I Arts Center 
Librarv 
Town Hall 
Post Oftice 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal 
MID-ISrH CENTURY: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival 
LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Queen Anne 
LATE lgTH AND 20IH CENTURY REVIVALS: Beaux Arts. Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival 
LATE lgTH AND EARLY 20rH CENTURY MOVEMENTS: Prairie School. BunaalowlCraftsman, Commercial Stvle 
MODERN MOVEMENT: Modeme 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation Brick, stone, concrete block. poured concrete, paraed, 
Roof 
Walls 

Slate, asphalt shinales, standina seam metal, built-up 
Br ic~.  stucco, weatherboard, wood shinales, stone 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
[See Continuation Sheets, Section 71 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

X 6 Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction 
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

6 removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

F a commemorative property 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
TRANSPORTATION 
COMMERCE 
INDUSTRY 
RELIGION 
POLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

Period of Significance 181 8 - 1952 

Significant Dates 1818: 1867; 1893: 1898: 1947 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) Clark Rovster 
Judae Henrv Wood. Jr. 
Major General William Mahone. CSA, U.S. 
Sentator. Va., 1881-1887 
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Cultural Affiliation N/A 

ArchitectIBuilder Thomas Dav. Master Camenter of Milton, North Carolina (Henrv Wood House. 192-0121-0147) 
H.A. Poole. Builder of Oxford, North Carolina (Planters Bank. 316-320 Virqinia Avenue (192- 
0121-0010) 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
[See continuation sheets, Section 81 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
[See continuation sheets, Section 91 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
X State Historic Preservation Office - 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University ' 

X Other - 
Name of repository: VA De~artment of Historic Resources; Mecklenburq Countv Courthouse, Bovdton. Virqinia; 
Southside Reqional Library at South Hill and Bovdton. Virqinia; Clarksville Area Public Librarv. Clarksville, Virqinia; 
Prestwould Foundation. Prestwould Plantation. Clarksville, Virqinia; Librarv of Virainia. Richmond. Virainia; Virainia 
Historical Societv. Richmond, Virqinia 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximatelv 109 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Eastina Northina Zone Eastina Northina 

- See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
[See continuation sheets, Section 101 
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11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Edna Johnston & Kathryn Gettinqs Smith 

organization History Matters date September 21. 2001 

street & number 1722A Wisconsin Avenue, NW. Suite 21 telephone 202-333-8593 

city or town Washinqton state DC zip code 20007 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets [Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, Photo List] 

Maps 
A USGS map (7112 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Multiple Owners 

street 8 number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of 
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend 
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response 
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. 
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and 
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Clarksville Historic District is located in Clarksville, a small, river-oriented town in the southwestern section of 
Mecklenburg County in the Southside region of Virginia. The district encompasses approximately 109 acres of the 
town's historic core. Established in 1818 at the confluence of the Dan and Roanoke Rivers, the town now stands 
adjacent to the John H. Kerr Reservoir that was created in 1953 when the rivers were dammed. There are 195 
buildings located within the district boundaries. Approximately 150 of these are dwellings, the rest are commercial or 
institutional in nature. Of these, 171 contribute to the historic and architectural significance of the historic district, and 
24 do not. Two residential properties are currently listed as individual properties on the National Register of Historic 
Places. In addition, the district incorporates two contributing archaeological sites and one contributing structure. All 
three are located on the National Register-listed, Clark Royster House property. The town's main street. Virginia 
Avenue, exhibits a representative collection of late-lgm century and early-2om century commercial styles. Clarksville's 
residential buildings also display a well-preserved and diverse compilation of building forms, construction materials. 
and architectural styles that include examples from the early founding of the town to the end of the period of 
significance in 1952. The town's domestic architecture includes excellent examples of several popular national styles. 
along with many examples of local, vernacular building forms. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Setting / Landscape 

Originally located at the confluence of the Dan and Staunton Rivers where they once met to form the Roanoke River, 
the town of Clarksville, Virginia now stands on the southwestern shore of the John H. Kerr Reservoir. The Kerr 
Reservoir, known locally as Buggs Island Lake, was formed in 1952 when the U.S. Corps of Engineers completed the 
Buggs Island Dam several miles downstream on the Roanoke River. The present town encompasses approximately 
1,216 acres, of which approximately 109 acres comprise the Clarksville Historic District. 

Located adjacent to the shoreline of the reservoir, the Clarksville Historic District is characterized by rolling hills and 
deep gullies formed by small streams that drain to the lake. The district centers on the town's main street, Virginia 
Avenue (once Virginia Street or Main Street), that divides it into northern and southern sections. Virginia Avenue 
occupies a relatively level ridge that runs generally east to west. The topography remains level for approximately one 
block both north and south of Virginia Avenue, but then drops down steeply into natural gullies on either side. The 
northwestern portion of the historic district is located at a slightly higher elevation than the rest of the district. Another 
high point in the district is located in its northeastern section along Rose Hill Avenue. 

The town of Clarksville was laid out in 1818 as a standard series of 21 blocks organized around an orthogonal grid 
of streets. Each square block contained eight, half-acre lots. The town's main thoroughfare, Virginia Street, as it was 
originally named, was laid out to be 80 feet wide, while the five streets that run parallel to Virginia (East, Commerce, 
Caroline, Market and West) were each laid out to be 60-feet wide, and each of the numbered streets (1''. 2nd, 3*, 4'h 
and 5'" that ran north-south were 45 feet wide. In the late lgth century, when the town expanded, four additional 
numbered streets, 6" through gth, were laid out; they were each made 60 feet wide. The town has retained most of 
its original block pattern along with the late-19~ century expansion blocks. However, Clarksville's topography 
prevented the town from fully extending several of its streets. The historic district includes the western portion of the 
original town grid (much of the eastern half was inundated when the reservoir was filled), along with large portions of 
the western extension that were made in the late lgth century. In addition, the district includes an area north of the 
original town grid along 3*, 4", and 5" Streets and Rose Hill Avenue. Starting in the 1840% this area developed into 
an exclusive residential district. 

The greatest change made to the town's setting occurred in 1953 when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers flooded 
the Dan and Roanoke River valley to create the John H. Kerr Reservoir. The reservoir covered the easternmost edge 
of Clarksville along with a number of buildings and structures. It changed the overall setting of the town. 

Today, Virginia Avenue is lined on either side by concrete sidewalks. Overhead electrical wires and standard modern 
streetlights also extend along the length of the avenue within the historic district. Sidewalks exist along segments of 
the district's residential streets; they appear to have been added during the 1930% 1940s, and 1950s. Except for 
Virginia Avenue, the majority of Clarksville's streets have no curbing. 

The Clarksville Historic District includes a mix of commercial and residential resources. The commercial buildings are 
clustered along Virginia Avenue, which has served as the town's main commercial district since the town's inception. 
In addition, Virginia Avenue has historically served as the setting for some of the town's most substantial and 

elaborate dwellings. This is still the case today although a number of early residences have been replaced by 
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commercial structures. Residential architecture still dominates both the northem and southern sectors of the historic 
district on either side of Virginia Avenue. 

Commercial Architecture 

The blocks between 2" and dth Street along Virginia Avenue comprise the historic commercial core of Clarksville's 
historic district. A devastating fire in 1893 destroyed many of the buildings that once lined the blocks between the river 
(now the Kerr Rese~oir)  and 5Ih Street. Thus, the majority of the town's commercial architecture post-dates the fire. 
This is reflected in the styles and materials displayed here. 

Clarksville's historic commercial buildings stand facing the sidewalk and are generally aligned along a continuous 
setback line located approximately ten feet from the street. The commercial buildings range in style from verysimple. 
vernacular forms (192-0121-0009, 314 Virginia Avenue) to ornately detailed, Late-Victorian buildings (192-0121-0010, 
316-320 Virginia Avenue). The commercial resources include one-, two-, and three-story structures of both frame and 
masonry construction, and encompass examples of Modeme, Colonial Revival, and Late Victorian-styie architecture. 
The buildings are sometimes attached, but more commonly freestanding. They are set close together with only 

occasional alleyways or driveways to separate buildings. 

The majority of Clarksville's commercial buildings consist of masonry structures or masonry-clad structures that are 
ane or two stories in height. Most of these are composed of brick and incorporate traditional, ground level storefronts. 
Many of these storefronts have been altered. The number that remain intact illustrate the common use of large, 

uninterrupted display windows, inset entrances, transom windows, low bulkheads, and boldly decorated cornices. The 
typical upper stories of Clarksville's multi-story, commercial buildings contain evenly spaced rows of windows that are 
ornamented by decorated lintels or hoods. Several commercial structures that date to the early decades of the 20Ih 
century employ round-headed windows with decorative drip molds. Other common architectural elements found 
among the town's commercial buildings include prominent, corbelled brick cornices, bracketed wood or sheet metal 
cornices, and brick pilasters that divide the fa~ade bays. 

Three of the oldest commercial structures on Virginia Avenue incorporate centered, sheet metal pediments that crown 
the fapde. These decorative pediments are inscribed with either the date or the name of the building that they adom. 
In addition, the pediments include decorative elements that blend with the main facades. The Planters Bank at 316- 

320 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0010) is the best example of this architectural device. Built in 1909, the building 
features a symmetrical fa~ade that incorporates two ground-level storefronts, a centered entrance to the second story, 
round-headed windows, and an ornate, brick cornice crowned by the central pediment that carries the bank's name 
and the date of construction. 

Building Types / Functions 

The district includes approximately 28 historic commercial buildings that contribute to its architectural and historic 
significance. Of these, there are two historic banks, two historic movie theaters, two historic tobacco warehouses, one 
historic hotel, one historic automobile dealership, and two historic automobile service stations. The remainder of the 
contributing buildings first housed a variety of specialty stores, including hardware stores, dry goods stores, drugstores, 
barbershops, restaurants, and groceries. 
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The Planters Bank at 316-320 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-OOIO), was built in 1909 by Oxford, North Carolina builder 
H. A. Poole. A carved stone plaque located near the center entrance to the building records Poole's involvement. The 
building displays architectural features found in a number of other commercial buildings on Virginia Avenue, which 
indicates that Poole may have been involved in the design of several of Clarksville's commercial structures. The 
second historic bank building stands at 325 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0019). Built as the Citizens Bank &Trust circa 
1925 and now occupied by the Town Hall offices, this commercial structure displays architectural elements that are 
typical of the Beaux Arts style. However the monumental front pediment that once crowned the building has been 
removed. 

In Clarksville's commercial corridor, there are three historic buildings that were associated with the movie theater 
business. According to historic maps, the building at 324 Virginia Avenue once housed a "moving pictures" theater 
on the second floor. However, current research indicates that only two extant buildings in the district were purpose- 
built as movie theaters. These are the building at 321 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0018) that now houses the Town 
Hall, and the structure now used as a church at 334 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0013). The former was built circa 
1925 as the first State Theater, and was replaced circa 1940 by the latter building, built as the second State Theater. 

Clarksville once had a number of historic tobacco warehouses and tobacco factories. Today, only two historic tobacco 
warehouses remain. The oldest of these is the Planters Brick Tobacco Sales Warehouse at 610 Virginia Avenue (192- 
0121-0034). Current county tax assessment records indicate that it was built circa 1840. however its architecture 
indicates that significant changes have been made since that time. The building consists of a 2-story, flat-roofed front 
section, backed by a I-story brick warehouse. A second historic tobacco warehouse stands at 601 West Street (192- 
0121-0127), a block off Virginia Avenue at the corner of West and 6Ih Streets. Maps show that this site has been 
associated with a tobacco warehouse ever since the turn of the 2om century. However, the former, three-story frame 
warehouse at this site was replaced by the present building circa 1940. The present structure is frame with brick 
cladding. Both of these tobacco warehouses are characterized by large, uninterrupted interior spaces that are covered 
by gable roofs. The former also includes a characteristic feature of tobacco sales warehouses: numerous skylights 
to provide light to the interior sales floor. 

At its height. Clarksville supported two substantial hotels, both of which were located on Virginia Avenue. While the 
Grace Hotel was demolished in 1968, the former Gilliland Hotel still stands at 308-312 Virginia Avenue (192-0121- 
0008). Built circa 1900, the building is an excellent example of a late Victorian era commercial structure. Like several 
other commercial buildings along Virginia Avenue, the Hotel Gilliland once incorporated a multi-story porch that 
extended across its fapde. The building retains its architectural integrity despite some alterations and deterioration. 

Among the specialized building types in the historic district are three automobile-related resources. One, an 
automobile dealership, was built by a group of Clarksville businessmen in1928 at 214 Virginia Avenue (192-0121- 
0004). Two historic service stations also stand along Virginia Avenue. One, the former McGee Service Station, stands 
at 400 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0023) and was built there circa 1940. The station exhibits a standard Moderne 
design with enameled-metal panels cladding the exterior. The second historic filling station, built circa 1920, stands 
at 501 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0029) and has been remodeled for use as an office. 

The Russell's Furniture building at 500 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0027) is among the oldest commercial buildings 
in Clarksville. Local historians suggest that this two-story, front-gable, brick building was erected prior to the Civil War. 
Further research is necessary to determine its date of construction. The storefront has been significantly altered, but 
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otherwise the form remains. One of the best-preserved commercial storefronts stands at 328 Virginia Avenue (192- 
0121-0012). Built between 1902 and 1907 as a furniture store. this frame building features a first-story storefront that 
is characterized by two, four-light shop windows and a recessed entry, all crowned by a decorative wood cornice. 

Another notable historic commercial building in Clarksville is the former tobacco company office at 203 7th Street (192- 
0121-0183) that now stands behind the Morton-Sizemore House at 617 Virginia Avenue. This one-story, frame 
Italianate-style structure was moved to i s  present site from an unknown location. Built circa 1880, the building served 
as an administrative office for a Clarksville's tobacco company. 

Institutional Architecture 

The only historic institutional building that survives in the historic district is the former Clarksville High School building, 
which stands at 914 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0053). Now occupied by an arts center, a radio station, and the 
Clarksville police department, the building was erected in 1934 with funds provided by the federal Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). When first built, the school served as an extension of the original Clarksville High School 
(1913) that once stood just behind it. The building housed the school auditorium and additional classrooms. It retains 
its original stripped-classical styling that characterized much W.P.A. architecture of the 1930s and 1940s. 

Religious Architecture 

Clarksville's six historic churches range in date from circa 1832 to 1947. They fall within two stylistic categories: Greek 
Revival or Gothic Revival. The two earliest church buildings, the former Clarksville Presbyterian Church at 209 4Ih 
Street (192-0121-0139) and the Mount Zion Baptist Church at 201 Market Street (192-0121-0083), are in the Greek 
Revival style. The former, a 2-story, brick building, was originally built circa 1832 to house a local Presbyterian 
congregation. When the congregation moved to a new church building on Virginia Avenue in 1909, the old building 
was sold and is now occupied by the Second Baptist Church. This restrained. Greek Revival edifice retains its 
architectural integrity, and is an outstanding example of its form and building type. 

The second Clarksville church designed in the Greek Revival style is Mount Zion Baptist Church on Market Street. 
Erected by an African-American congregation circa 1875, this simple, frame church has been altered through the 

addition of brick cladding on the exterior. However, the building retains its formal, pedimented fa~ade and round- 
headed windows, as well as its two-stage tower. 

The remainder of Clarksville's religious architecture can be characterized as Gothic Revival, with varying 
interpretations. Three of the four Gothic Revival-style sanctuaries are brick, with only one frame example. With the 
exception of the Catholic church, built in 1947, the others display signature Gothic Revival decorative elements. These 
include lancet windows, pointed arches, crenellated towers, external buttressing, and stained glass windows. 

Built in 1901, the Jamieson Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church at 219 5th Street (192-0121-0161) is an excellent 
example of Gothic Revival church architecture. The brick building features a prominent square entry tower adorned 
by external buttresses, pointed-arch openings, and a crenellated cap. The church also features ornate stained glass 
windows and patterned slate shingles in the front-facing gable. The nearly contemporary (second) Clarksville 
Presbyterian Church (1907-1909) located at 502 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0028) employs similar architectural 
devices. This one-story, brick structure is dominated by a three-story, entry tower that is crowned by a steep, conical 
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roof. Again, the fa~ade prominently features lancet-type windows, stained glass, and pointed arches. 

In 1917, St. Timothy's Episcopal Church was built on 6" Street (192-0121-0180). This simple. frame chapel is a good 
example of a common church type used throughout the latter half of the 19" century and through the first three 
decades of the 2oth century. The one-story, front gable church features a projecting, front-gable vestibule and a 
decorative wooden cross set at the apex of the gable. Lancet-type windows pierce the front and sides of the 
sanctuary. 

The most recent of Clarksville's historic churches is St. Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church at 805 Virginia 
Avenue (192-0121-0049). Completed in 1947, this brick structure features few ornamental devices. Its steeply-pitched, 
front gable main block that is fronted by an enclosed brick vestibule characterizes the building. One-story, brick 
transepts extend from either side, forming a cruciform-shaped plan. 

Residential Architecture 

The Clarksville Historic District encompasses a wide variety of ages, forms, and styles in its residential building stock. 
The contributing dwellings range in date from the 1820s and 1830s to 1952 and are scattered along the town's 
residential streets. Most occupy relatively small town lots that approximate one-quarter acre or slightly more. The 
houses generally face the street, and are located an average of 20 to 40 feet from the street. 

There are several distinct neighborhoods within the town. The larger, more elaborate houses are generally grouped 
together at the higher elevation and along the main thoroughfares. These include Rose Hill Avenue, Virginia Avenue. 
5Ih Street, and 6'h street. More modest residences from the early 2oth century stand along the south side of Buffalo 
Road, along portions of Rose Hill Avenue, and on several of the named streets that run east to west. Two historically 
African-American neighborhoods exist within the town, and are included within the historic district. One is in the 
southeastem-most areas, and includes the eastern ends of Market Street and East Street. Another is located in the 
southwestern section of Clarksville, along 8Ih, Caroline, and Market Streets. 

During Clarksville's period of significance, 1818-1952, the choice of residential building styles and forms reflected both 
local economic conditions and national building trends. As in most small towns and counties located outside of 
Virginia's largest metropolises, Clarksville's domestic architecture reflects a general reluctance to abandon traditional 
building practices well after newer forms and styles had been adopted in larger cities. During the lgm century, building 
forms, materials, and styles were mainly dictated by the availability of construction materials, labor, and traditional 
methods of construction. 

At the time of Clarksville's founding in 1818, domestic architecture in American cities was turning from the Colonial 
Georgian style to a new national style known as the Federal style. However, identifiable examples of this fashion were 
not built in Clarksville until several decades later. Instead, the earliest residences still standing in the town illustrate 
vernacular building forms and simple ornamentation. Vernacular refers to the traditional and indigenous building 
methods, materials, and forms passed from generation to generation in any particular locality. 

The oldest extant buildings in Clarksville's historic district are dwellings. Several appear to date as early as the 1820s 
or 1830s, however, further research is necessary to determine the exact dates of construction. The earliest domestic 
buildings in Clarksville are generally characterized by wood, frame construction, one-and-a-half-story heights, side- 
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gable roofs, high, boxed cornices, and substantial, brick, gable-end chimneys with both attached and detached stacks. 
The house at 103 5" Street (192-0121-0150) is a unique example. The present building is composed of two, circa- 
1820 frame dwellings whose ridgelines stand at right angles to one another. The two structures are connected by a 
20'~.century frame hyphen. Both dwellings retain their original forms nearly intact and are the best examples of the 
simple, vernacular houses built in Clarksville during its earliest period of occupation. 

Other early residences include the modest, one-story, frame house at 300 East Street (192-0121-0078), and a small, 
frame house with massive brick end chimney at 301 Commerce Street (192-0121-0071), and the one-and-three- 
quarters story tall, frame dwelling at 214 5Ih Street (192-0121-0155). The latter building incorporates several additions 
and alterations that have obscured the original fonn. Another example of this simple, early house type stands at 310 
5Ih street (192-0121-0165). This building has also been altered and added to, however, its original end chimney and 
distinctive side-gable form are still evident. 

The town of Clarksville experienced an economic boom from the 1830s until the onset of the American Civil War. The 
extant domestic architecture reflects this upswing in the number of relatively sophisticated houses in Clarksville that 
date from the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s. The most popular architectural style seen in Clarksville during this period was 
a local, vernacular version of the Greek Revival style. However, a few scattered examples of Federal style domestic 
architecture were also constructed between 1830 and 1850. Clarksville's premier example of the Federal style is the 
Clark Royster House that is located at 300 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0099). Built in 1840 by Clark Royster who, 
in 1818, donated the land upon which the town was founded, the house stands two stories tall, and is of brick 
construction with a side-gable roof and two gable-end brick chimneys. The house incorporates a restrained Classical 
door surround and plain, stone window lintels and sills. Another substantial brick, Federal-style residence stands a 
short distance west of the Royster House at 309 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0106). Known as the G.A. Young 
House, this structure was built around 1840, and it displays similar features. However, the Young House was 
substantially altered during the late lgm and early 20" centuries. The monumental porticos on both the front and back, 
along with the dormers and side wing all date to the remodeling. 

The Greek Revival style is best represented by a number of brick and frame examples that are scattered throughout 
the historic district. While none of these approach a fully mature example of the Greek Revival style, they generally 
reflect the proportions and fa~ade organization that are identified with that style. These houses are generally two 
stories in height and have low-pitched side gable roofs. Exterior omamentation is reserved to the cornice, and around 
the front door. The houses all have symmetrical facades with centered entries. The door is generally framed by 
rectilinear sidelights and surmounted by a transom. The Henry Wood House at 404 4" Street (192-0121-0147) is an 
excellent example of Clarksville's restrained Greek Revival style rendered in a two-story, brick residence. Built 
between 1850 and 1854, the Wood House, along with two related historic outbuildings, was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1999. Another intact example of a Greek Revival-style dwelling in Clarksville is the two- 
story residence at 204 5'h Street (192-0121-0153). Built circa 1835 for A.T. Turner, this simple, frame house 
incorporates a Greek-style, sidelight-and-transom combination, and a Gothic Revival-style entrance porch. The A.C. 
Finley House at 304 5* Street (192-0121-0162) is another good example of the Greek Revival style in Clarksville. Built 
in 1842, this house includes wide, sash windows that diminish in height on the second story. 

The remodeling of older residences to meet current needs and tastes is an ongoing theme in Clarksville's domestic 
architecture. In the 19Ih and early 20Ih centuries, it was uncommon to demolish an intact house. Instead, out-dated 
buildings were moved or expanded to accommodate new functional needs and to incorporate current architectural 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OM0 No. 1024-001 8 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 8 Clarksville Historic District 
Mecklenburg County, VA 

styles. Thus, many of Clarksville's early homes no longer appear in their original state, and many can only be 
recognized through careful study. Such is the case with the Judge Henry Wood, Jr. House on 6th street. Listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1999, the house appears to be a typical late-19'" century, Queen Anne-style, 
brick residence. However, upon close investigation, portions of the original, circa-1830 dwelling become evident. 
Other houses in Clarksville have undergone similar transformations, with the result that they no longer display their 
original architectural form and detailing. The Venable House at 105 4th street (192-0121-0134) and the residence at 
402 Sizemore Street (192-0121-0122) are two examples. Both are likely earlier structures that later underwent 
significant remodelings that transformed them into different buildings. 

These buildings are difficult to date without extensive documentary research. However, the historic changes that have 
been made add layers of meaning to the structures and tell the story of that place and its occupants over time. 

The ltalianate style is not well represented in Clarksville. In fact the only identifiable domestic example appears to 
have resulted from a remodeling campaign similar to the one that transformed the Judge Henry Wood, Jr. House. The 
Moore-Morgan-Chappell House at 301 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0103) displays two substantial, brick, exterior-end 
chimneys that are commonly found on early-to-mid-lgth century dwellings. However, the ltalianate cupola, projecting 
polygonal bays and centered pediment that adorn the facade, indicate a later date of construction, perhaps in the 
1880s. Two trends are evident here. One is the desire to update and upgrade an older dwelling. The other is the 
tendency among Clarksville builders to continue to use traditional building techniques, sometimes decades after 
builders in larger towns replaced them with newer, more modern methods. 

One traditional building form that appears in several houses in Clarksville is a simple, late version of a Greek Revival- 
style dwelling with a low-pitched, hipped roof and a shallow, center pediment. Four examples exist within the historic 
district. They appear to have been built around 1870, and vary only slightly in their dimensions and detailing. A wide 
frieze board at the cornice, a diamond-shaped vent in the front pediment, and decorative comer pilasters adorn these 
houses. The best-preserved examples are the Tom Owen House at 412 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0025) and the 
dwelling at 202 5'h street (192-0121-0152). 

Housing styles and construction methods began to change throughout Virginia and the nation in 1865 after the Civil 
War. Prior to the war, building methods were localized and regional differences were apparent in house forms and 
materials. However, in the 1870s, a rise in mill-produced, standardized lumber and the ready availability of railroads 
to transport construction goods to far-off markets began to transform the building industry. As diverse building 
materials became more readily available, house styles evolved to incorporate newly possible forms and details. In 
Clarksville, the result was at least a partial abandonment of traditional house forms, and the adoption of more ornate 
and organic forms and styles. 

The Queen Anne style is well represented in Clarksville. Its complexity reflects the post-war changes in construction 
methods and the introduction of a multiplicity of machine-produced building elements. The style appears to have come 
fairly late to Clarksville. The prime examples date to the 1890s and early 1900s. One of the best examples in the 
district is the Morton-Sizemore House at 617 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0038). Its complex and asymmetric form. 
the variety of projecting elements, and the ornate woodwork and trim details characterize this imposing house. 
Clarksville's Queen Anne-style residences share many similar traits. One archlectural element found at the Morton- 
Sizemore House appears on several other Clarksville houses, and seems to be the signature of a local builder. The 
gazebo-like porch bay that is appended to the corner of the wraparound porch is a unique Queen Anne-style feature. 
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It appears at several other houses in the district, including those at 113 Buffalo Road (192-0121-0062), built in 1912, 
and at 108 6th Street (192-0121-0173), a residence that was built in 1904. 

While there are a number of fully-realized, Queen Anne style buildings in Clarksville, they are far outnumbered by the 
more modest, Victorian-era houses that typify the town's domestic buildings that were built between approximately 
1890 and 1920. Often referred to as Late Victorian in style or as vernacular Victorian buildings, these residences 
illustrate the continued use of traditional building forms, but incorporate modest Victorian-style ornamentation. 
Examples range greatly in size and shape; however, they share a number of traits including their plain, rectilinear 
forms, frame construction, and modest ornamentation. The ornamentation that exists on these dwellings is generally 
confined to the porches and eaves, and often employs a mix of styles. Some Late Victorian houses in Clarksville 
include the circa-1910 house at 308 Commerce Street (192-0121-0070), and its neighbor at 304 Commerce Street 
(192-0121-0070) that was built circa 1920. 

Other examples of Late Victorian-era houses that are commonly found in Clarksville are modest, one-story cottages 
with little or no exterior ornamentation. Several examples of this type stand in the 800 block of Caroline Street in a 
historically African-American neighborhood (1 92-0121-0063, 192-0121-0064,192-0121-0065). 

Another Late Victorian-era house that stands in the same African-American neighborhood has a unique form for 
Clarksville. Known as the Rock House. and perhaps built in the 1880s or 1890s. this 2-story building is the only all- 
stone house standing in the Clarksville Historic District (192-0121-0193). The house is also noteworthy for its unique, 
urban rowhouse-type form that is not seen elsewhere in Clarksville. 

The Late Victorian period in Clarksville also witnessed a stylistic transition from the high Queen Anne Victorian to a 
more classically-influenced mode. This new mode was dubbed the Colonial Revival style because it grew out of a 
renewed interest in America's colonial past and its colonial architecture. In the Late Victorian-era, the Colonial Revival 
began to influence essentially Victorian structures and began to appear in the form of Classical detailing, more 
restrained ornament, and a tendency to greater symmetry in house designs. 

This trend can be seen in several Clarksville residences, including at the house at 212 5th Street (192-0121-0154) 
where the porch supports are classical Ionic columns, the classical pediments surmount the window openings, and 
the fa~ade is symmetrical in its arrangement. Later examples appear on 6Ih Street. The two, circa-1916 dwellings at 
100 and 104 6th Street (192-0121-0170 and 192-0121-0171) are good examples of early Colonial Revival style 
residences. They both employ a simple, hipped-roof, rectilinear form and incorporate restrained, classical-style 
detailing. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, the Colonial Revival style matured and became more academic. Later Colonial Revival 
houses derive their form and details directly from historic examples of Colonial-era architecture. The organic Victorian 
forms gave way to more traditional, rectilinear shapes derivative of 18'~ and early-1gth century buildings. Designers 
employed details drawn directly from studies of existing Colonial houses. The restoration of Colonial Williamsburg 
and the work of a number of Virginia architects and designers interested in preserving Colonial-era homes helped to 
popularize this new Colonial Revival style. Several examples from the 1930s and 1940s exist in Clarksville, primarily 
along the 800 and 900 blocks of Virginia Avenue where a number of substantial dwellings were built during this period. 
The house at 908 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0052), built in 1938, is probably the best example of the high Colonial 
Revival style in the Clarksville Historic District. 
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After 1920, other early-20'~ century styles emerged and became popular in Clarksville. Among these was the 
Craftsman style, which is often associated with the simple bungalows of the 1920s and 1930s. The bungalow was 
an extremely popular early-2oth century house type that developed during a period when home ownership among the 
middle and working class in the United States swelled. Bungalows were designed to be inexpensive to build and easy 
to maintain without hired help. A typical bungalow is one- to one-and-a-half stories in height, has a compact, rectilinear 
footprint, and features a full-width front porch, wide eaves, and a low-slung profile. There are a number of examples 
standing in Clarksville including 107 Buffalo Road (192-0121-0059), 306 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-OIOO), 704 
Virginia Avenue (192-0121 -0040), 802 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0045), and 903 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0055). 

Another inexpensive house type that became popular during the same period was the American Foursquare type 
dwelling. Foursquares are always two-stories tall, have a generally cubic form, and incorporate a four-room over four- 
room plan. They also often incorporated hipped roofs, full-width front porches, and off-center, front entrances. This 
form was popular in Clarksville, and can be seen at 101 6th street (192-0121-0176), 109 Buffalo Road (192-0121- 
0060), and at the Dr. P.H. Winston House at 906 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0051). 

Both bungalows and American Foursquare-type houses employ a variety of decorative schemes that ranged from the 
formal, Colonial Revival style to the organic, Craftsman and Prairie-styles that rely on simple forms and natural 
materials for their decorative effect. Both appear on Clarksville residences. For example, the Foursquare house at 
109 Buffalo Road is simply adomed with vaguely Colonial Revival-style elements, including the square porch columns. 
The Prairie style appears on a handful of Clarksville's residences, including the modified, Foursquare dwelling at 906 
Virginia Avenue (1 92-0121-0051). This house features distinctive. Craftsman-style windows. wide overhanging eaves, 
and massive, square porch supports. Bungalows also exhibit the same variety in stylistic influence. While the 
bungalow at 802 Virginia Avenue displays typical Craftsman-style elements (wide eaves, exposed rafters, eave 
brackets and vertical window divides), the less elaborate example at 107 Buffalo Road exhibits Colonial Revival 
influences. In Clarksville, Craftsman-style dwellings come in other forms as well, as can be seen at the Prairie-style 
house built at 100 8th street (192-0121-0184), and at the 2-story, brick residence that is located at 504 Rose Hill 
Avenue (192-0121-01 18). 

By 1952, several new house types and styles had appeared in the district. Among these is the Tudor Revival style 
(102 4Ih street, 192-0121-0132) and what is popularly known as a 'Cape Cod" cottage (803 West Street, 192-0121- 
0131). Along with these clearly identifiable examples, there are also a number of simple vernacular dwellings that 
were built as modest residences after World War II. While these housing types and styles are not the focus of the 
Clarksville Historic District, many of them have reached fifty years of age and are compatible elements within the 
district. Therefore, they are considered contributing resources within the district. 

Outbuildings, Sites 8 Structures 

The historic outbuildings that are found on most Clarksville lots generally fall into three categories: sheds, garages, 
and domestic dependencies. Most of the standing, historic outbuildings consist of simple, multi-purpose, frame sheds 
with simple, wood-clad forms. One historic, freestanding kitchen remains intact. An early 19'~-century brick kitchen 
and sewants' quarter still stands on the Henry Wood House property at 404 4th street (192-0121-0147). This was the 
only kitchen dependency identified in the Clarksville Historic District. A handful of meathouses and smokehouses can 
also be found in the district. These are typically tall, one-story, frame structures with a single door located on either 
the gable end or on the flank of the building. Two examples also incorporate shed-roofed, frame extensions that may 
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have once provided additional storage room. A good example stands behind the house at 801 Virginia Avenue (192- 
0121-0047). A different type, with its entry door on the building's flank, is located behind 216 5Ih Street. 

A single corncrib was identified within the Clarksville Historic District. Located on Rose Hill Avenue where it intersects 
6Ih Street, and associated with the dwelling at 506 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0119), this is a simple, front-gable 
structure with horizontal slats and a vertical-board door. 

There are numerous historic garages that are associated with Clarksville's residential properties. Most date to the 
1920s and 1930s and are simple structures with front-gable roofs, and frame walls. Most have a single automobile 
bay, however a few double-bay garages exist. The garages are generally devoid of any stylistic features. The entry 
doors vary from simple, double-leaf, hinged doors, to sliding doors hung on overhead tracks. Two typical examples 
appear at 801 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0047) and at 104 8Ih street (1 92-0121-0186). 

The historic district incorporates two known contributing archaeological sites and one contributing structure. All three 
are located on the site of the National Register-listed Clark Royster House (192-0121-0099). The sites consist of the 
locations of a former slave quarters and summer kitchen building and of a former icehouse. The original 65-foot-deep 
stone well also remains on the property and is considered a contributing structure. 

Architects and Builders 

Although the vast majority of designers and builders of Clarksville's architecture remain anonymous, at least two are 
known. Both of these builders/contractors were based in North Carolina. Thomas Day was a master cabinetmaker 
based in Milton, North Carolina. Born in Virginia. Day has been identified as the designer of the architectural 
woodwork associated with several mid-19Ih century dwellings in Caswell County, North Carolina. His signature style 
is also found on the interiors of the Henry Wood Residence in Clarksville (192-0121-0147), and at Kinderton, a mid- 
1830s house that is located just south of Clarksville (VDHR Survey File #192-0018).' 

The other builder that has been identified with Clarksville's historic buildings is less well known. H.A. Poole was based 
in Oxford, North Carolina, which is south of Clarksville. Poole built the Planters Bank building at 316-320 Virginia 
Avenue (192-0121-0010) in 1909. It is possible that he was also involved in the construction of several other 
commercial buildings along the avenue that share similar features with the Planters Bank. 

Condition of Buildings 

Clarksville contains a collection of diverse building types and varied architectural styles. Generally, the town retains 
a relatively high level of integrity. While the commercial buildings along Virginia Avenue have undergone substantial 
storefront renovations, some intact storefronts survive and many of the changes are reversible. The street layout, 
building orientation, and commercial and residential districts remain in place. Development pressure has mainly 
affected the commercial strip that is located on Virginia Avenue. As a result, several of the more thinly-built blocks 
along the avenue were rebuilt in the latter half of the 20Ih century. These blocks have been excluded from the 
boundaries of the historic district. 

Clarksville's residential neighborhoods retain a high degree of integrity. Clarksville has an unusually large number of 
early-to-mid-19'~-century houses that remain relatively intact, and reflect an early period of growth in the town. 
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Likewise, Clarksville's late 1gt"century structures have been generally well maintained. Clarksville's continuous history 
as a commercial, industrial, and recreation center in Southside, Virginia has insured that its houses have remained 
occupied and maintained. Despite this, there have been significant losses over the years, mainly along Virginia 
Avenue where commercial establishments have replaced some of the large, ornate residences that were built there 
during the 19 '~  century. 
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INVENTORY OF BUILDINGS (NC = Noncontributing) (NR = Listed on National Register) 
Note: Resource names are included for all commercial buildings in the district and for those historic dwellings that have known historic names. - 
The origin of each resource name is indicated by the phrase in parentheses that follows the name. The names selected are either historically 
associated with the property (historic), reflect the building's historic function (function), or indicate the current name or occupant of the building 
(current). 

BUFFALO ROAD 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0057 
ADDRESS INFO: 103 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1921-1926 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a simple, 2-story, bbay, frame l-house. A full-width, hipped-roof porch with Doric Columns and a concrete deck extends across the 
front. The window openings have wood lintels and sills and molded wood trim. 

This simple. I-house form was extremely popular in rural areas of Virginia between the 1870s and the 1930s. This house was originally built 
circa 1915 in what would have then been considered the outskirts of Clarksville. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0058 
ADDRESS INFO: 105 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1890 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
This modest, l-story. 3-bay, frame house features a hipped-roof front porch with tumed wood posts, jig-sawn brackets, and a tumed balustrade. 

This modest Queen Anne-style cottage was erected circa 1915 in what was then considered the outskirts of Clarksville. it stood across Buffalo 
Road from a tobacco prizery owned by Edward L. Morton, and later by W.D. Blanks. The warehouse has since been removed and replaced 
with houses. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0059 
ADDRESS INFO: 107 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: BungalowICraftsman ESTIMATED DATE: 1930 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a l-story, 5-bay, frame house with a prominent hipped roof. The building has wide eaves and a large front-gable pediment. The 3-bay 
porch is supported on tapered square posts set atop brick piers. Paired, Craftsman-style windows and Doric-style pilasters at the corners 
decorate the structure. The windows and door have simple wood trim. 

According to Sanbom maps, this Craflsman-style residence was btilt between 1926 and 1942. The house adopts a common vernacular form 
that was popular throughout Virginia from the latter half of the 19 century into the early 20th century. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0060 
ADDRESS INFO: 109 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 circa 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2112-story, 3-bay, frame Foursquare house features a hipped roof, front-hipped dormer, and a l-story, 3-bay, front porch. The porch is 
composed of square, paneled columns and wood decking. Doric-styie comer pilasters adom the comers of the house. The windows and door 
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have molded wood trim. 

This building illustrates a popular early 20th century house form: the Foursquare. Built circa 1920, the house features subtle Colonial Revival 
styling. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0061 
ADDRESS INFO: 11 1 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
This is a 2112-story, 3-bay, frame Foursquare house. The building has a front-hipped dormer and a l-story, 3-bay, hipped-roof porch across 
the front. The porch features square paneled columns and w a d  decking. Doric-style pilasters adom the comers of the building. The windows 
and door have molded wood trim. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0062 
ADDRESS INFO: 113 Buffalo Road 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1912 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story. Queen Anne-style frame house features a cross-gable roof and an elaborate front porch design. The roof is adorned by cornice 
returns and decorative bargeboards at the gable ends. Tuscan-style comer pilasters mark the comers of the building. The distinctive 
wraparound porch features wood. Tuscan-style columns and a gazebo-like, polygonal comer bay with a pyramidal roof. This gazebo-like 
extension appears on several other Clarksville dwellings of the same period, and is likely a signature feature of a single builder or designer. 

This is one of several excellent examples of Queen Anne-style domestic architecture found in Clarksville. According to oral tradition, the 
original owner of this house was Luther Pilter, who built it circa 1912. 

CAROLINE STREET 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0063 
ADDRESS INFO: 804 Caroline Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1945 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This modest. 1-story. 5-bay, frame house features 12-over-12, double-hung sash windows. The openings are adorned by wood lintels and 
sills and simple wood trim. 

According to Sanborn maps, this house was built here after 1942. The house is located in a historically African-American area of Clarksville. 
Lenons Chapel, an African-American church and the Clarksville Graded School for African-American children once stood across the street 
on the south side of Caroline Street. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0064 
ADDRESS INFO: 806 Caroline Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This simple residence features a side-gable roof, wide eaves, and a l-story, l-bay front porch. The porch has modern decorative, wrought 
iron posts. The window trim consists of plain wood surrounds. 

According to Sanborn maps, this house was standing at this site by 1926. The house is located in a historically African-American area of 
Clarksville. Lenons Chapel, an African-American church, and the Clarksville Graded School for African-American children once stood across 
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the street on the south side of Caroline Street. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0065 
ADDRESS INFO: 808-808A Carolina Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This l-story, 3-bay, frame cottage features a side-gable roof, wide eaves, and plain wrnerboards. The l-story, 3-bay front porch has a shed 
roof. Although the main porch supports have been replaced originals engaged turned posts with scroll-sawn brackets remain in place along 
the face of the building. Simple wood trim adorns the window and door openings. 

According to Sanborn maps, this house was standing at this site by 1926. The house is located in a historically African-American area of 
Clarksville. Lenons Chapel, an African-American church, and the Clarksville Graded School for African-American children once stood across 
the street on the south side of Caroline Street. 

COMMERCE STREET 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0066 
ADDRESS INFO: 207 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Federal ESTIMATED DATE: 1835 
RESOURCE NAME: Sheldale / Tisdale House (historic) 

AkCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This Bstory, 5-bay, frame house features an atypical form that may be the result of several remodelings. The building has a hipped roof with 
a central front pediment. A wide frieze board adorns the cornice, and a circular vent punctuates the central pediment. An older, 3-bay, 
pedimented porch has been recently replaced with a hipped-roof, bbay Victorian-style porch. Attenuated pilasters mark the comers of the 
building and there are working shutters throughout. The windows have wood lintels and sills with molded wood trim. The two westernmost 
favde bays of the house project forward approximately 18 inches. 

Th~s ho~se  is among tne eaniest emnt  ho~ses In Caarksville. Its present owner Indicated that tne house was erected in 1835 and has been 
home to the Tis0a.e. Sneldon, and Byars famhes A 1937 survey SDOnSOred Dy the Works Progress Administration (WPAJ Identilied the 
original owner, and perhaps builder of the house, as Nathaniel  all^: ~0wever;further documerhry research is necessary'to identify the 
original builder. In addition, extensive physical analysis of the structure may help clarify the age and extent of the later remodeling that resulted 
in it's a-typical form. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0067 
ADDRESS INFO: 300 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1880 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a 2-story, 4-bay frame house with a full-width, hipped-roof front porch. The porch supports are Tuscan-style columns. The building 
has wide eaves, an off-center door, and decorative wood shutten. There is a large, double-stack interior chimney on the western section of 
the building and a single stack chimney on the eastem end. 

Thls -ate V~ctortan-style house has a slmple form and modest aetalllng Wh.le the current codnty tax assessment records date me oulldlng 
to 1834 no extertor evloence rema ns to lustlh, thls date doqtnq by the form and style tne house was likely bult near the end of tne 191n 
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DHR ID#: 192-0121-0068 
ADDRESS INFO: 302 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1890 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a l-story. 3-bay, frame house. The building has an intersecting front-gable roof with cornice returns. The 3-bay, hipped-roof porch has 
tumed posts with jig-sawn brackets and a tumed balustrade. The windows feature molded wood frames, and the entry door is framed by 
sidelights. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0069 
ADDRESS INFO: 304 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a simple, 2-story. 3-bay frame house. The bbay, hipped-roof, porch has tumed posts and a tumed balustrade. A jig-sawn bargeboard 
decorates the front gable. The windows are adorned with plain wood trim. 

Built in 1920 according to the current county tax assessment records, this is a late example of the Victorian style in domestic architecture. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0070 
ADDRESS INFO: 308 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1910 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This Late Victorian-style, 2-story, bbay, frame house features a side-gable roof and a centered, front pediment. The l-story, 5-bay by Cbay, 
wraparound porch has a continuous frieze board, Tuscan-style columns, and wood decking. Tuscan-style pilasters adorn the comers of the 
building, and the openings have simple wood trim. 

This house was built circa 1910. It combines elements of the vernacular l-house form and Late Victorian elements with a simple, Colonial 
Revival-style porch. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0071 
ADDRESS INFO: 301 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Early Classical Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1830 circa 
RESOURCE NAME: Caleb H. Tumer House (historic) 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Thls modest frame house s 1 story tal and 3 oays wide Tne nouse stanas on a rased English basement A l-story 3-bay, pedlmented 
oorch aom nares the facaoe Restina on Drick piers the porch features t~rneo posts, a sca,loped frieze boara and a defferson.an-style ran 
balustrade. The siding changes from horizontal wood weatherboard to wide vertical planks "nder the porch. The window openings have 
molded wood trim and shutters. The entry features a louvered outer door. A l-story wing extends to the west, and a 2-story rear ell stands 
at the rear. 

This house is among the earliest extant houses in Clarksville. It is a good example of a modest frame dwelling with little ornamentation. This 
was likely the most common house type in town during the 1820s, 1830s, and 1840s. A 1960s Virginia Landmarks survey of this properly 
indicated that Caleb H. Turner, owner of a local tavern, was the original owner of this house. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0072 
ADDRESS INFO: 303 Commerce Street 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Modem Movement ESTIMATED DATE: 1970 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a 1-story, 3-bay, front-gable, ranch-style house with brick veneer and aluminum siding. The building has paired windows, a brick stoop 
and an attached caroort. This Modem Movement-stvle ranch dwellina does not contribute to the historic or architectural sianificance of the 
Clarksville Historic district. 

" 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0073 
ADDRESS INFO: 305 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1950 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This simple Colonial Revival-style, 1-story, 3-bay, frame house features paired windows, a brick stoop, and a 1-bay-wide east wing. It is an 
example of a handful of modest, post-World War II dwellings built on empty lots in the historic district following the war. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0074 
ADDRESS INFO: 307 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1905 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This substantial, 2-story: 3-bay, frame house is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style. The building has multiple roofing systems, 
elaborate gable-end ornamentation, paired sawn brackets at the comice, and Doric style comer pilasters throughout. The 5-bay, hipped-roof 
porch has a central pediment. Tuscan-style wood columns, and a continuous frieze board. The windows are finished with wood sills and 
molded wood trim. A transom crowns the front entrance. 

According to the current county tax assessment records this ornate, Queen Anne-style residence was built in 1905 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0075 
ADDRESS INFO: 400 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2112-story, 5-bay, frame house displays wide eaves and a prominent hipped roof with a center front dormer. The porch has brick corner 
posts and tapered square post set atop brick piers. The windows have wood sills, simple wood trim, and shutters. 

Built in 1920 according to the current county tax assessment records, this substantial, Colonial Revival-style residence is a good example of 
a common, vernacular house form in Virginia during the early 20th century. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121 -0076 
ADDRESS INFO: 403 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 1-story, 3-bay. frame cottage features a cross-gable roof, a full-width front porch, and comice returns. Molded wood trim surrounds the 
wlnaows and doo; The o ~ ~ l a  ng has been modlfieaby several exter.or changes. ~nclud~ng the aaaftlon of onck faclng ana stone clad0 ng on 
tne foundar~on an0 tne replacement of tne porch s~pports wlth decoratwe wrougnt-lron posts 

Built circa 1900. this modest early Colonial Revival-style cottage contributes to the architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic Distnct 
despite several exterior alterations made to the house. 
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DHR ID#: 192-0121-0077 
ADDRESS INFO: 405 Commerce Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1950 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Tnls typlcal Cape Cod" Colonlal Rev~val-style house features a slde-gable roof, two front-gaee dormers, and a symmetncally arranged laqaae 
The house 1s 11 2 stor~es tall. 3 bays wde and IS clad wth alJmlnum s~dlng A 2-bay qaraqe wanq attaches to the hoJse va a 1-stow hyDhen 
This dwelling is an example of the-handful of modest, postWorld War II dwellings built onempty lots in the historic district following the war. 

EASTSTREET 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0078 
ADDRESS INFO: 300 East Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial ESTIMATED DATE: 1820 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This modest 1-story. 2-bay, side-gable frame dwelling stands atop a part stone, part brick foundation. A 1-story, 1-bay-wide wing extends to 
the east of the main block. The buildina features a boxed cornice. The oriainal wood weatherboard claddina is exoosed in the aable ends. 
Two 6-over-9 sash, double-hung windows pierce the front fapde. Each oithe windows has molded wood Trim. A large exterigr end brick 
chimney stack rises at the east end of the main block. 

Possibly dating to the earliest period of Clarksville's development in the 1820s, this modest frame residence is a good example of the most 
common domestic building type during this period. 

This house and the house across the street at 301 East Street, stand on the former Farrar f a n .  The present owner of both houses is Andrew 
Lockett Farrar, whose father farmed the land between the house and the river to the east before the creation of Buggs lsland Lake in the early 
1950s. This area and the land that ran along the river were once home to many of Clarksville's African-American residents. A number of 
families were displaced when the land was flooded to create Buggs lsland Lake in 1952. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0079 
ADDRESS INFO: 301 East Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE:  Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1890 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story, 3-bay. frame house displays several Queen Anne-style characteristics, including a shingled front gable, a full-height, 3-sided east 
end bay, and a hipped-roof porch with decorative brackets and tumed wood posts and balustrade. The house has a side-gable roof with 
bracketed eaves and a centered front gable. Plain wood trim surrounds all the window and door openings. 

This house and the house across the street at 300 East Street, stand on the former Farrar f a n .  The present owner of both houses is Andrew 
Lockett Farrar, whose father farmed the land between the house and the river to the east before the creation of Buggs lsland Lake in the eally 
1950s. This area and the lands that ran along the river where once home to many of Clarksville's ~frican-~meri&n residents. A number of 
families were displaced when the land was flooded to create Buggs lsland Lake in the 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0080 
ADDRESS INFO: 305 East Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1950 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This simple 1-story, 3-bay, frame ranch house exhibits modest Colonial Revival-style detailing. The building has a side-gable roof with 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 19 Clarksville Historic District 
Mecklenburg County, VA 

overhanging eaves, a l-story. 1-bay front porch, and decorative wood shutters. It is an example of the handful of modest, post-World War 
II dwellings built on empty lots in the historic district following the war. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0081 
ADDRESS INFO: 307 East Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1950 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This modest. Colonial Revival-style, 1-story, frame house has a 3-bay-wide main block and a l-bay-wide east wing. There is a brick stoop 
and a front-gable portico at the centered entrance. The windows have wood lintels and sills and metal awnings. 

This propelty is an example of the handful of modest, post-World War II dwellings built on empty lots in the historic district following the war. 

MARKET STREET 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0082 
ADDRESS INFO: 204 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a l-story, 2-bay, frame house. The building features two front-gable roof vents and a 2-bay porch that is supported by modern 
decorative wrought supports. Built circa 1900, this modest Late Victorian-style dwelling contributes to the architectural integrity of the 
Clarksville Historic District. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0083 
ADDRESS INFO: 201 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Greek Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1871-1878 
RESOURCE NAME: Mount Zion Baptist Church (historiclcurrent) 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This l-story frame church features a front-gable roof with cornice returns, a centered entry that is crowned by a fanlight, and a 2-stage 
octagonal tower. Tall, round-headed windows flank the double-leaf main entrance and line the side walls of the church. In addition, smaller. 
3-over-3 sash windows pierce the side walls of the church. 

Fo~naea clrca 1870 Mount Z~on Baptist Cnurch was ouilt on tana purcnasec from Robert Y and Mary O.Ove*y .n 1871. Tnree of the origina 
thstees of tne ch~rch @ere Benjamin Puryear henry P~tyear and Robert Watkins The church Duitdlng IS a good example of a slmple Gree~ 
Revival-style church of the period. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0084 
ADDRESS INFO: 303 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1930 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This modest frame house consists of a l-story, l-bay, frame building covered by a front-gable, metal roof. The eaves overhang the walls and 
display exposed rafter tails. This modest, circa-1910 frame house contributes to the architectural integrity of the Clarksville Historic District. 
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DHR ID#: 192-0121-0085 
ADDRESS INFO: 305 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1930 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This modest, 1-story, frame house is characterized by an asymmetrical, front-gable roof, a 3-bay-wide, shed-roofed front porch set on square 
wood posts, and an irregular footprint. The building incorporates wide eaves, and both vertical and horizontal weatherboard siding. 

This circa-1930, vernacular dwelling contributes to the architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic District 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0086 
ADDRESS INFO: 307 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival ESTIMATED DATE: 1921-1926 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a 1-story, 4-bay, frame dwelling with a side-gable roof. The gable roof features wide eaves, and a projecting pedimented front porch 
set on square post supports. A diamond-shaped, louvered vent pierces the front porch pediment. The windows throughout have wood lintels 
and sills with simple wood trim. One-story east and west wings project from the main block. The east wing has vertical siding and a large. 
exterior, brick chimney. 

According to Sanborn maps, this modest Colonial Revival-style dwelling was built between 1921 and 1926. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0087 
ADDRESS INFO: 406 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1880-1900 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story, 2-bay, frame house features a standing-seam metal, side-gable roof, and a 2-story rear "ell." At one time, a wraparound porch 
extended across the fa~ade and side. The window openings are adorned by simple molded wood trim. 

This modest frame residence appears on a 1921 Sanbom Company map. The map shows that the house once had a 1-story wraparound porch 
at the front. The building form suggests a construction date sometime between 1880 and 1900. Although somewhat altered, the house 
maintains its basic form. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121 -0088 
ADDRESS INFO: 709 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1890 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story, frame house features a hipped main roof with a centered front gable, and a 2-story, polygonal bay with a conical roof. The roof 
is clad with decorative pressed shingles. A hipped-roof front porch stands on tumed, wood posts. 

This circa-1890, frame residence is a good example of a modest Queen Anne-style house in Clarksville 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0089 
ADDRESS INFO: 802 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1890 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
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This small, frame dwelling consists of a 1-story, 2-bay main block that is flanked by 1-story, shed-roofed wings on either side. The gable- 
roofed building has identical 1-story, 1-bay, shed-roofed wings to east and west. The shed roof porch has square posts, a wood deck and 
pressure-treated wood balustrade. The openings have wood lintels and sills and molded wood frames. 

Possibly built circa-1890, this modest frame residence is a good example of a vernacular, Late Victorian-era dwelling in Clarksville. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0090 
ADDRESS INFO: 804 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE: Modem Movement ESTIMATED DATE: 1960 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Built circa 1960, the house features overhanging eaves, a concrete-block front stoop, paired windows, and decorative shutters. This 1-story, 
3-bay, frame ranch house does not contribute to the historic or architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic District. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0091 
ADDRESS INFO: 806 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE: No Style Listed ESTIMATED DATE: 1945 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a simple, 1-story, 3-bay, frame house with a side-gable roof. A 1-bay, shed-roofed porch with a wood deck, turned posts and a picket 
balustrade shelters the main entrance to the house. The windows are surrounded by plain wood trim. 

According to Sanborn maps. this house was erected after 1942. It is an example of a simple, vernacular frame cottage. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0092 
ADDRESS INFO: 808 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1945 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a 1112-story. 3-bay, frame house with front-gable roof and a 3-bay-wide front porch. The porch features modem, decorative, wrought- 
iron posts and a half-hipped roof. There is a 8-over-6 sash, double-hung, window in the front pediment. 

This simple frame building illustrates a very common house form that was built in Virginia throughout the first four decades of the 20th century. 
Maps indicate that the house was erected after 1942. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0093 
ADDRESS INFO: 810 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE: Queen Anne ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This bstory, 5-bay. frame house displays characteristic Queen Anne-style elements. These include a prominent front-facing, polygonal bay 
topped by a pediment, and decorative bargeboards. The building has an intersecting-gable roof with wide eaves and cornice returns. 

Built circa 1900, this Queen Anne-style dwelling contributes to the architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic District. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0094 
ADDRESS INFO: 801 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL SNLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
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This modest frame house consists of a simple l-story, side-gable structure with a 1-story rear "ell." The roof is covered with standing seam 
metal and one interior and one exterior end brick chimneys flank the house's main block. The house is simply adorned with wood trim around 
the windows and door. The slightly off-center entry is topped by a glass transom. 

This circa-1900, vernacular residence is located in a historically African-American area of Clarksville 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0095 
ADDRESS INFO: 803 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: No Style Listed ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a l-story, 3-bay, frame house with a frontgabie roof and a shed-roofed porch across the front. The house has wide eaves with exposed 
rafter tails. The windows are trimmed with simple boards. 

Built prior to 1926, this vernacular dwelling contributes to the architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic District. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0096 
ADDRESS INFO: 805 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1994 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This is a l-story, 2-bay, prefabricated frame house. The building features a frontgable roof and a pressuretreated wood deck at the entrance. 
A metal awning shelters the off-center main entrance. 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0097 
ADDRESS INFO: 807 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Other ESTIMATED DATE: 1920 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story, bbay, frame house features an intersecting-gable roof and a 2-story, projecting bay to the west of the main block. Several 
additions have been made to the house, altering its original footprint and obscuring much of its original form. However, the historic building 
appears to survive beneath the alterations, and therefore still contributes to the character of the district. 

DHR ID#: 192-01 21 -0098 
ADDRESS INFO: 809 Market Street 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Victorian ESTIMATED DATE: 1900 circa 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

This property incorporates the ruins of a circa-1900, frame house. The house was originally 2 stories tall with an off-center entrance. The 
roof was clad with decorative, pressed-metal shingles, and the windows held 6-over-6, double-hung sash. 

This circa-1900 house is in ruins and thus does not contribute to the historic or architectural significance of the Clarksville Historic District. 

ROSE HILL AVENUE 

DHR ID#: 192-0121-0099 
ADDRESS INFO: 300 Rose Hill Avenue 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Federal ESTIMATED DATE: 1840 
RESOURCE NAME: Clark Royster House (historic) 




















































































































